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came into the Poultry to a lynnen draper's shop and Bishop and this examinant went in to
buy a handkerchief and while they were trafficking for the said handkerchief Travelley
stole a parcel of handkerchiefs and runn away with them. Then Bishop slipt out and runn
away likewise, but this examinant was kept by the master of the said shop and further this
examinant saith not.' (Sessions Papers (MS.), Guildhall)
(38)	c£ the case of Robert Payworth a boy of twelve who worked for a barber on Fish
Street Hill and was to have been his apprentice. He took a shoe to a cobbler to be mended;
the cobbler's wife asked him if he had anything to sell, he answered, 'an old whitish
handkerchief. She then said, 'get whatever you can, Til-buy it for I buy anything*. The
result was that the boy was induced to steal his master's property. He was convicted of
theft, branded with a cold iron and then admitted to give evidence. London Sessions
Papers, May 1752. In 1816 the Upper Marshal of the City gave evidence on the temptations
to pilfering:' there is scarcely what is called a chandler's shop in any part of the metropolis
... but buys old bottles and linen or anything that a servant-girl when she goes there to
purchase things can take with her. The green-stalls will purchase things of them and they
find a facility in raising money by the encouragement women keeping these shops give
them.* (Report on Police, 1816, p. 262.)
 (39)	Works, ed. by Spedding, vi, p. 224.
 (40)	Fielding, Increase of Robberies, 1751, p. 9.
 (41)	ibid., p. n.
 (42)	See note 97, Chapter 3.
 (43)	Alvarez Espriella, Letters from England, 1808, ii, p. 169.
 (44)	A Letter to the Eight Hon. Sir R. JSrocas, Lord Mayor of London, by a. Citizen
(R. P. Hare), 1730.
 (45)	C./., 9 April 1794. Later, The Rev. T. Thirlwall, a magistrate for the Tower
Division, wrote an indignant pamphlet against the opening of the theatre: 'The Royalty
Theatre has been the rendezvous of bawds and prostitutes, who as soon as it is opened
make it their constant resort.... The consequence is that the streets are infested with these
unhappy wretches, attended by gangs of thieves and prostitutes whom they engage for
their bullies.' (A Solemn Protest against the Revival of Scenic Exhibitions and Interludes at
the Royally Theatre... by... a Member of the Society for the Supression cfVice... znd
ed. 1803, p. 8.) This tract shows a member of Wilberfbrce's Society (at first known as the
Society for enforcing his Majesty's Proclamation against Vice (1787) or the Proclamation
Society) repeating the arguments that had been used in 1730 (see note 44) and long before.
Indeed the puritanic attitude towards sports and amusements from the middle ages to the
early nineteenth century cannot be understood without a knowledge of the very real
social evils which seemed to be inevitably connected with them. See notes 60 and 61,
Chapter i, for the character of the district round the Covent Garden theatres.
(46)	Quoted in The Gentleman's Magazine, April 1735, pp. 191-2.
c£ Sir J. Hawkins, Life of Johnson, 1787, pp. 75-6: 'although of plays it is said that they
teach morality, and of the stage that it is the mirror of human life, these assertions are mere
declamation... on the contrary, a play-house and the regions about it, are the very hot-
beds of vice: how else comes it to pass that no sooner is a play-house opened in any part
of the kingdom, than it at once becomes surrounded by a halo of brothels? Of this truth
the neighbourhood of... Goodman's Fields has had experience; one parish alone,
adjacent thereto, having to my knowledge expended the sum of £1,300 in prosecutions
for the purpose of removing those inhabitants, whom, for instruction in human life, the
play-house had drawn thither.' See also note 98 below.
(47)	Middlesex Records, Order Book, 28 February 1750-5i. These disorders were largely

